
SAUDI ARABIA REGISTIRING THE SURNAME AS 
TRADEMARK

The Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property (SAIP) has accepted the family names as trademarks and 
has set a certain conditions for accepting the registration applications, in order to achieve the balance 
for the rights holders interested in registering the family name as a trademark .
SAIP emphasized that the family name should be considered as a component of the trademark and 
not the brand itself, and must comply with the official registration terms and requirements related to 
regular trademarks. The family name should be in a commercial use for a minimum of 10 years. The 
authority clarified that the family name should have a distinctive appearance and that the trademark 
should be registered in the category of goods or services for which it is known.
It excluded the registration of common family names in the field of products or services in which the 
trademark will be registered, as well as the registration of the family names of tribes and clans 
scattered.

SAUDI ARABIA SUBMISSION OF THE IPC 
AGREEMENT

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has acceded to the Strasbourg Agreement Concerning the Interna-
tional Patent Classification  after it has announced the joining to the three main treaties of the 
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO): The Budapest Treaty, the Locarno Agreement, 
and the Vienna Convention.
This treaty concerns the industrial designs, trademarks and patents. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
is working to modernize the legal framework for intellectual property and office practices and is 
implementing a National Intellectual Property Strategy through the Saudi Authority for Intellectual 
Property (SAIP) to help ensure that its intellectual property system is modern, robust and supports 
innovation on the local, regional, and international levels.

Saudi Arabia Submission the International 
Cooperation on Cosmetics Regulation

Saudi Arabia newly joined the International Cooperation on Cosmetics Regulation (ICCR) as this is a part of 
the continuing national campaign to sustain the highest level of consumer protection. As a result of joining 
the ICCR, the Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA) will collaborate and improve trade with its partners on 
cosmetic products.
Saudi Arabia, represented by the SFDA, will also be part of the global discourse on common issues on 
cosmetics safety and regulation, in addition to entering a 
constructive discussion with relevant cosmetics industry trade associations. Joining the ICCR will facilitate 
registration with SFAD, which will make entering the local market more accessible for brand owners expaing 
into Saudi Arabia. Consequently, to the previously mentioned, accessing the Saudi local markets is now more 
accessible to the brand owners.
Finally, it is worth mentioning that the ICCR is an international group of regulatory authorities from Brazil, 
Canada, the European Union, Japan, and the United States. The ICCR provides a multilateral framework to 
maintain and enable the highest level of global consumer protection by working towards and promoting 
regulatory convergence, while minimizing barriers to international trade.

Bahrain Announces the Online Activation Of All 
Trademark Services

1) All requests related to trademark services manually or by email will be stopped 
starting from October 12, 2020.

2) All alerts related to trademark services will be sent through email, otherwise the email should be 
following up to avoid the missing statutory periods, if any.

3) All the certificated will be delivered by email.

4) Most of the procedures require the approval of the trademark office, so please pay attention to the 
requirement and the correctness of the data in the attachments before uploading them on the web 
site ( Ministry of Industry , Commerce and Tourism).

5) For any technical obstacle or problems , please contact the indicated email with an explanation of 
the problem for : ip_support@moic.gov.bh

On 18 October 2020, Oman published Royal Decree No. 121/2020 in the Official Gazette, which promulgates 
the Value Added Tax Law. The Decree will enter into force 180 days after its publication (16  April 2021).

As previously reported, the law provides for the introduction of a VAT regime including a standard VAT rate of 
5% that will apply on most goods and services.

Oman will be the fourth of six Arab Gulf states to introduce VAT as part of a 2016 VAT union agreement. The 
six states have agreed to implement a 5% tax on goods and services. So far, only Saudi Arabia, UAE and Bahrain 
have done so.

Lebanese IP Office Operations Update

The Lebanese IP Office is fully operational, accepting patent, design applications, new trademark 
applications, renewals, annuities, and all recordal applications. However, new trademark applications 
that do not hold a priority claim are being submitted online only, examination will start upon further 
notification from the office.

INTERNATIONAL FILINGS UNDER PCT - Jordan

This is to notify you that under the announcement of the Jordanian Patent Office and the request of WIPO 
organization, in relation to the International Filings under PCT (International Phase), it is decided that as of 01 
October 2020 the filing fees of the international phase and the International Search Authority (ISA) fees must 
be paid directly to the WIPO organization through the Jordan Patent Office once it is selected to be the official 
international reception office (RO).
It is worth mentioning that the approved International Search Authorities with the Jordan Patent Office are: 
EP / USA / AU / AT Patent offices.
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Patent Marking

Patent is one of the tools that is used to protect inventions, through which the owner of the invention can 
prevent other party from making, using, or selling his invention for a limited period of years, however obtaining 
a patent does not necessarily mean getting absolute protection for the invention as most people think. 

In order to provide maximum protection for their patent, the owners of patent shall provide a notice of patent 
protection in order to maximize the potential damages the owner can seek if the patent is infringed. Such 
notice is provided by properly marking their patented products, packaging, or labels.

What is the meaning of patent marking? 
Patent marking is affixing the patent number on the patented product in order to provide a constructive 
notice to the public of your patent.  By doing so, alleged infringers are liable for patent infringement as soon 
as possible even if they don’t have actual knowledge of your patent. 

What are the types of patent marking?
There are two types for patent marking which are: 
• The Traditional patent marking
By this type of marking, the owner affixes the patent number on the product, packaging or label. 
Below are examples of Traditional patent marking

” This patent marking method requires that the product or its packaging clearly identify the patent(s), which 
cover the product. 
However, the problem with this type of marking is that the patents expire over time, thus the product, packaging 
or label will need to be updated continually each time a patent is added or removed.

• The Virtual patent marking
By this type of marking, the owner affixes website address on the product, packaging or label that would allow 
a person to find the patent(s) that cover that specific product.
Below are examples of Virtual patent marking
 

The main advantage of this method is that the patent owner can quickly update its patent data website page 
without the costs of modifying product tooling or packaging (e.g., for newly issued, expired, or invalidated 
patents).

Reference: https://ocpatentlawyer.com/patent-marking-requirements-benefits/
 


