
The Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property announced the launch of a service for registering collective 
marks that includes geographical indicators. In light of its endeavor to regulate intellectual property 
fields in line with the international best practices, and to contribute to enhancing the competitiveness of 
the local economy, preserving the community culture and the traditional knowledge provided by the 
community of a particular region and promoting its products. 

The authority clarified that the collective marks that includes geographical indicators are placed on 
products that have a specific geographical origin, and characteristics or a reputation attributed to that 
origin, expressing that their registration as collective marks contributes to distinguish the geographical 
origin, materials or method of manufacture, and other common characteristics of the goods or services 
provided by the authorities. 

The geographical indicators differ in their types between agricultural, food, industrial and handicraft 
products.

The authority has set the conditions of registration, which are representing an attachment of a copy of 
the trademark that will be registered, name, address, and nationality of the applicant. In addition to the 
importance of the accurate description of the trademark, the products or services and its category, and 
a replica of the union system, organization, or public institution requesting registration, with the amend-
ments that may have been entered to it, including a statement of the category of people entitled to use 
the mark and their relationship with its applicant, and an acknowledgment that the applicant will closely 
monitor the use of the collective mark by his affiliate members and how to qualify Members for member-
ship in that body, knowing that these conditions are concluded with the signature of the applicant or his 
representative, as stipulated in the statutory texts specified by the authority.

Topped Number 1 in the MENA Region and 18 Globally

UAE Topped the MENA Region and #18 Globally at the Strongest Trademark National Report of 2020, 
with a value of $672 Billion (2.45 Trillion UAD) as per “Brand Finance” National Trademark annual 
report.
Whereas UAE managed to be shifted from top 20 to top 18 globally during the year of 2020, despite the 
challenges and difficulties all around the world due to COVID-19 Pandemic.

The Shura Council has approved a drafted law of the protection of new plant varieties law, for issuing a national 
law to activate the international convention for the protection of new plant varieties. which approved and joined 
by the Kingdom of Bahrain in 2005 under law No. 12 of 2005. Under this law, the cultivators can register for a 
25-year patent for any new plant species that are of excellent, creative, productive, and stable nature.

They will also be eligible for a trademark should they opt for commercial production. All the new species 
cultivated in Bahrain will have to be registered under a name which must be clean and not provocative or contrary 
to public taste. However, the final approval of the law will be published in next month.

Baianat Intellectual Property honored to attend the WIPO Virtual Study Visit on the Patent Cooperation Treaty 
(PCT) organized by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and prepared by the International 
Bureau of WIPO during the period of November 16 to 19, 2020. 

The virtual study focused on many important topics regarding the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), namely: 

- Overview of Receiving Office Practices and Procedures and of PCT Operations by PCT Operations
- Introduction to ePCT for Applicants without / with Strong Authentication: ePCT Filing / Post-filing Submission
- eOwnership and Access Rights
- Overview of the Technical Cooperation Section (TCS), PCT International Cooperation Division (ICD), PCT Legal 
and International Affairs Department
- ePCT System for Offices for receiving Offices
- National Phase Entry
- Overview of DAS system
- Overview of PCT Legal and User Relations Division
- Special Requirements for ISA/US, ISA/CA, ISA/EP, ISA/AU and ISA/AT
- Overview of Business Development Division
- Overview of Activities of the PCT International Cooperation Division WIPO Projects Related to the PCT 
(PATENTSCOPE, Licensing Option, TISC, Inventor Assistance Program, WIPO GREEN)
- Overview of the Activities of the Regional Bureau for Arab Countries
- Overview of the Activities for the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan within the Regional Bureau for Arab Countries

The study included many discussions and exchanged inquiries that had the greatest benefit in achieving the 
desired goal of the study.

The Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property held a workshop entitled: "Trademarks Challenges", with the 
presence of more than 140 of interested companies and practitioners of trademarks, including Baianat for 
Intellectual Property. The most prominent challenges facing the Authority were reviewed and proposals and 
solutions were discussed.
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Incentivizing Green Technology Inventions and 

Innovation in Light of COVID-19

Baianat Intellectual Property honored to attend the webinar on Incentivizing Green Technology Inventions and 
Innovation in Light of COVID-19 organized by International Association for the Protection of Intellectual Property 
(AIPPI) on November 19, 2020. 

The Webinar focused on a professional discussion on how to improve and expand accelerated examination 
programs for patents, and the Complementary policies that encourage rapid innovation of green inventions with 
a common goal of protecting the global society from the imminent and long-term risks of climate change will be 
discussed.

In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, the webinar addressed the interconnection between public health 
crisis and the need for accelerated innovation to mitigate the health risks that they impose.

In conclusion, the webinar achieved the desired goal through the qualified discussions and exchanged inquiries 
between the panelists and the audience.

VirtualVirtual

INTA Virtual Meeting 2020 

On the Behalf of Baianat Intellectual property our two representatives Mr. Nazeer Al Kharouf (Operation Manager) 
and Ms. Esra Bogurcu (Turkey Office Director) were honored to attend and be part among the 3,340 participants 
at INTA Virtual Meeting 2020 that was held from Nov. 9th – Dec. 1st.
 
Both Mr. Nazeer & Ms. Esra got a successful chance to meet and greet through networking with  leaderships in 
various global time zones, from new technologies to global updates. 

Kuwait
Re- Publication of Published Trademarks 

Between January - March 2020    

It was announced at the City of Kuwait by the Directorate of Trademark and Patent of the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry the re-publication of all trademarks published in the official Gazette in January, February, and 
March 2020. 
 
The above decision was due to the delays cause by the COVID-19 Pandemic, in-order to compensate for the 
lack of responsibilities buy other entities and companies due to the lockdown. 
 
Those Trademarks were republished on 17th November 2020 and subjected for the 60-days opposition period, 
making the due date for opposition to Jan 15th, 2021 

Article

Trademark Dilution

Introduction:

Trademark dilution is a relatively controversial concept which has its roots from 1920s and has proved to be a 
dialectical topic for both lawyers and academics. If trademark law protects trademarks for goods and services 
in all sectors, then trademark dilution law mostly protects very well-known marks. 
Both UN, WTO and other international organizations have rules in place to control trademark dilution, however, 
the implications have both positive and negative sides. 

The connection between international law and trademark dilution is of great significance not only for global 
trade and reputations of international corporations, but also for international intellectual property law as trade-
mark dilution plays an important part in development of trademark and IP law.

History and Background:
The origin of dilution is referenced back to 1924 decision of the ‘Landesgericht Elberfeld’ in Germany , which 
allowed the owner of the well-known trade mark ‘Odol’ to obtain cancellation of registration of the same mark 
for steel products, on the ground that the complainant had ‘the utmost interest in seeing that its mark is not 
diluted and it would lose in selling power if everyone used it as the designation of his goods’ . The Supreme 
Court of the German Empire granted anti-dilution protection based on section 1 of the German Unfair 
Competition Act ("UCA") where dilution doctrine was already well in place .

This decision influenced the American author Frank Schechter in 1927 to write his article ‘The Rational Basis of 
Trademark Protection’ . In his article he argued that a brand’s value rests essentially in its ‘uniqueness’, which he 
also called its ‘individuality’, ‘identity’ and ‘singularity’. He explained this in his famous statement: ‘if you allow 
Rolls Royce restaurants and Rolls Royce cafeterias, and Rolls Royce pants, and Rolls Royce candy, in 10 years 
you will not have the Rolls Royce mark any more’.

What is Dilution: 
Dilution has been defined in the Federal Trademark Dilution Act of 1995 as ‘the lessening of the capacity of a 
famous mark to identify and distinguish goods or services, regardless of the presence or absence of OOvOcom-
petition between the owner of the famous mark and other parties, or likelihood of confusion, mistake, or decep-
tion’.
 
Trademark Dilution Criteria: 
Trademark dilution generally introduces protection for the advertising function of the trademark by protecting 
the mark against various forms of non-confusing associations between an earlier mark with reputation and a 
subsequent mark .

The scope of protection by this legislations include the distinctiveness of the mark by its use on the goods of 
another; the reputation of the mark when using it in connection with products of an unsavory quality or as a 
consequence of being portrayed in an unwholesome context; and the prevention of free-riding by another trader 
on the repute of the mark .

The first requirement for a mark to fall in the dilution scope of protection is that it has to be shown that the 
earlier trademark has a reputation 

The second requirement is for the marks to be identical or similar .

The third requirement is that the use of the later mark should accuse damages to the earlier trademark; dilution 
damages could be entitled to: 
1.Damage to the distinctive character of the earlier trademark is usually equated with blurring , which is defined 
as: ‘the gradual whittling away or dispersion of the identity and hold upon the public mind of the mark or name 
by its uses upon non-competing goods’.

2.The second form of injury which is detrimental to the reputation of the earlier trademark is referred to as 
tarnishment , which is defined as ‘detriment that is caused when the goods or services for which the identical or 
similar sign is used by the third party may be perceived by the public in such a way that the trade mark’s power 
of attraction is reduced. The likelihood of such detriment may arise from the fact that the goods or services 
offered by the third party possess a characteristic or a quality which is liable to have a negative impact on the 
image of the mark’.

3.The last requirement is the unfair advantage which occurs where a trader uses a sign which is similar to a 
registered trademark which has a reputation, and that sign is not confusingly similar to the initial trademark.
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AI Patentability

By way of introduction, the main question to be raised in relation to AI patentability is how will be the future of 
Intellectual Property with the initiation of AI innovations and what are the consequences. 

Due to the fact that AI is a new field especially in the Middle East, very few is aware about how AI providers shall 
protect their IP assets. 

With the using of the quantum computing, AI will evolve more rapidly. Although machines are away from 
achieving the level of human intelligence, by the use of quantum computing, then AI may be able to self-improve 
and self-learn and may be able to produce many years of human’s intellectual work and to develop new 
technologies or innovations. 
AI’s standalone algorithms and codes are not patentable in the Middle East; especially in GCC. Instead, IT 
developers must secure the copyright to newly written codes if they want to protect the IP in them.
On the other hand, it should be noted that patentability of AI greatly depends on the functionality of the 
software. thus, the system or architecture of the software within which the algorithms work together and what 
rules and mechanisms apply would be at the core of the patent in question.

In light of the above, considerations will be made in terms of copyright, patent protection and trade secrets. This 
will enable developers and investors to realize the best routes to acquiring the most robust means of IP 
protection.

From the technical point of view, i.e. the Patentability; it is necessary to consider the excluded subject matter, 
namely mathematical methods and computer programs and business methods and program codes which are 
not patentable. 

For the above exclusion, it is must to determine whether (1) the subject matter is directed to a technical matter 
or not and this issue is straightforward to overcome where the patent claim includes apparatus features such 
as a computer server, or where a method claim is directed to a “computer-implemented method” OR (2)  the 
invention be directed towards a non-obvious technical solution of a technical problem. In this regard, only 
features which contribute to the technical character of the invention are taken into account, so that the second 
point is difficult to pass where many of the features of the patent claim relate to features which are considered 
non-technical, such as administrative features, or business method features. Accordingly, AI-related 
innovations must be claimed as being developed for a specific implementation (technical purpose). 

AI inventions, to be patentable, it must be claimed as  system, unit, or device to perform a certain schemes 
taking into consideration the availability of the patentability requirements (Novelty, Inventive Step and Industrial 
applicability of the claimed invention), while if it is described or claims as computer programs, software or 
algorithms, then it can not be patentable . 
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