
The UAE National Federal council announced the discussion of a new Industrial property law during 
the session of 19 January 2021. 
The draft of the new expected Industrial Property law includes eight chapters, divided into 80 
articles aiming to keep abreast of technology development, improvement of IP law worldwide and 
to encourage innovation in the country. 

The new expected law imposes heavy penalties against violators namely imprisonment and fines 
ranging between 100 Thousand and One Million Dirhams (USD 27 225.00 to USD 272,257.00) 
Further will be communicated as soon as affected.

In continuation of the Kingdom’s efforts to protect and enforce intellectual property rights, the Saudi 
Authority for Intellectual Property, in cooperation with General Security, has launched inspection cam-
paigns targeting a number of regions of the Kingdom with the aim of controlling commercial stores 
that violate intellectual property rights regulations. 11620 articles violating creative rights were seized, 
including electronics, computer programs, sound recordings, and printed works (student services) 
during the month of January 2021.

The campaign was launched by conducting preliminary surveys by conducting more than 440 visits 
from the mystery shopper to the targeted areas, and establishments that violate intellectual property 
rights and works that are prohibited to be sold or exploited in any way were identified in accordance 
with the laws and regulations in force in the Kingdom In the same context, SAIP has launched a parallel 
campaign aimed at inspecting websites to verify the extent of their compliance with intellectual proper-
ty systems and not violating rights , and it has taken legal measures against violating websites that 
amount to blocking those sites. 

As a result of this campaign, more than 355 websites were visited, of which 77 were proven to violate 
intellectual property systems, and accordingly these sites were blocked. 
The campaign came as an extension of the periodic field trips carried out by intellectual property 
inspectors on commercial establishments that use in carrying out their activities any of the intellectual 
works, to combat the violation of those rights and to control the performance of service providers for 
goods related to intellectual property rights, by means of continuous awareness-raising, inspection 
campaigns, knowledge of violators and the imposition of punishments due against them, in coopera-
tion with partners from the government and private sectors in the Kingdom.

The first meeting of the National Committee for the Enforcement of Intellectual Property Rights was 
held under the chairmanship of Dr. Abdulaziz bin Muhammad Al-Suwailem, the CEO of the Saudi 
Authority for Intellectual Property, with the presence and membership of representatives of each of the 
Ministry of Commerce, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Media, the Public Prosecution ,Public 
Security, Saudi Customs, the General Authority for Food and Drug, the General Commission for Audiovi-
sual Media ,Communications and Information Technology Commission and the Council of Saudi 
Chambers, in addition to a specialized member of the Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property.

During the meeting, the scope of the enforcement of intellectual property rights and the objectives of 
the committee were discussed; in addition to the most important topics and tasks that will contribute 
to achieving those objectives. Moreover, the committee proposed national programs and initiatives to 
ensure the respect of IP rights, followed by the procedures of the enforcement system bodies and 
proposing their development, in addition to coordinating efforts and strategies as well as proposing 
regulatory materials to improve the work of the enforcement system to achieve harmony between gov-
ernmental and private agencies to enforce and advance intellectual property rights.

It is worth noting that SAIP has previously launched the IP Respect Officer initiative, through which it 
seeks to raise compliance to IP laws and regulations among the government entities through qualify-
ing and training an official from each government agency through several training programs under the 
supervision of the SAIP’s Academy in cooperation with the World Intellectual Property Organization 
until qualification is completed to issue the certification for IP Respect Officers.

This is to advise that, in their 41st Session of the Supreme Council of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) “Sultan Qabus and Sheikh Sabah Summit” held on 5 January 2021 by the GCC Leaders, The 
Supreme Council approved the amended GCC Patent Law, in which they decided to stop accepting 
new patent application filings as of 6 January 2021. However, the Complete Decision has not been 
revealed to the public yet.

Consequently, for future patent applications targeting the GCC Countries (Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and UAE), we would recommend filing separate application(s) in each country.
Either under the provisions of the Paris Convention; or under the PCT Scheme. We are following up the 
matter closely with the officials at the GCC Patent Office with regard to the new amendments in order 
to verify the matter, and to know the anticipated mechanism for handling the pending 
applications, and will update you timely.

The IP governmental office in the Lebanese Ministry of Economy and Trade has been closed 
from 13-January to 8- February due to the Covid-19 cases in Lebanon. Moreover, all deadlines 
(Renewals, annuities, priorities, documents submission) are now extended officially until 
08-Feb-2021.
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